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Key Ideas
• English Learner’s are an asset
• English Learners benefit from engagement in the content
classroom with language support strategies
• Oral Discourse increases EL’s progress and proficiency in
English
• Resources
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Speed Dating
• Have you ever heard of speed dating? Let’s try it!
oWe will rotate chairs and converse with a partner for 30 seconds
and then move on
oIntroduce yourself and what LEA you are from

Which Groups Underachieve and Why?
• There are 3 overlapping but conceptually distinct groups that tend to
experience disproportionate underachievement:
(a)
(b)
(c)

low-income students,
immigrant-background students who are learning the school
language as L2,
students from socially marginalized groups who have been
subject to racism and various forms of exclusion from
educational and social opportunity often over generations.

• Different causal factors leading to underachievement are operating
within each of these settings. We have considerable research
evidence that schools can respond effectively to at least some of the
underlying causal factors.
Dr. Jim Cummins

2

12/6/2016

…it takes a village
1. Well-prepared & qualified school/district personnel
2. Explicit instruction to develop academic language
3. Coursework that prepares ELs for postsecondary education or the
workplace
4. Ample opportunities for interaction and oral discourse
5. Constructive feedback

6. Native English speakers as models and support
7. Teacher PD – coaching - PLCs
8. Parent & family support

Whole – school approach

3

12/6/2016

Activity 1
On an index card, respond to these 3 questions:
• Who are the English Learners in my school/class?
• What is the English language proficiency level of those students?
• How can I use the language data to guide instruction?

English Learner’s are an ASSET
Student Level
1. What is the student's native language?
2. Is the student literate in their native language? What is their literacy level in
L1?
3. What is the student’s educational background?
4. Does the student have any identified special needs? (IEP/ 504)
5. What is their English language proficiency level? (W-APT/ ACCESS)
6. What is the student's’ socio-cultural background?
7. What is the student’s EL Plan?
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Focus on ELs’ Abilities
• Curricula and instruction must be
oCognitively challenging
oRelevant
oEngaging
• Set high expectations
• Address socio-cultural factors
• Scaffold according to students’ English language proficiency levels
• Create an Identity-Affirming school environment

LIEP?
• What is the school Language Instruction Educational Plan?
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Variations of Language

Adapted from Zwiers (2008)

WIDA Consortium

WIDA’s ELD Standards

Social &
Instructional
Language

Language of
Language
Arts

Language of
Mathematics

Language of
Science

Language of
Social Studies

Academic Language

Standard 1

Standard 2

Standard 3

Standard 4

Standard 5
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Activity: Types of Language
1) Turn to a partner.
2) Decide who will be A and who will be B.
3) A discuss your favorite fruit and why you like it.
4) B write key words used in your discussion.
5) Switch
Standard 1:
Social and Instructional Language

Activity: The Language of an Apple
Standard 2: The language of Language Arts
• A describes the apple from a poet’s perspective.
• B writes key words and phrases.
Standards 5 & 3: The language of Social Studies
& Mathematics

• B discusses the apple from an economist’s
perspective.
• A writes key words and phrases.
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Activity: The Language of an Apple
Standard 4: The language of Science
• A describes the apple from a biologist’s
perspective.
• B writes key words and phrases.
Standard 5: The language of Social Studies
• B discusses the apple from a historian’s
perspective.
• A writes key words and phrases.

Activity: The Language of an Apple
Cultural and Social factors
• A and B write any emotional associations you have with “apple”.
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Activity: The Language of an Apple
• Now, two pairs create a group of four.
• Discuss your observations:
How does the language used to discuss the apple
change depending on the focus?
• Share out.

Academic language varies by…
• Purpose
• Type
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WIDA Online Training Modules
“Our hope is that all teachers, not just ESL
teachers, will embed explicit language
instruction in their teaching.
The WIDA standards and the processes
described in this training are designed to
provide teachers with specific strategies to
support instruction and to introduce
resources that support student acquisition of
academic language.”
NCDPI Training Module Course Manual
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What have been the teaching practices for ELs?
• Simplification of the L2 learning process
o Comprehension is all that matters
o Students should feel no anxiety in learning
o Scaffolding means “front-loading” all information
o Use of simplified texts which were created for struggling readers, not ELs.
o Students have had no exposure to other, more formal registers of language (oral and
written)

The result for ELs
• To many years in segregated ESL classes register (Valdes, 2001)
• ESL classes focused on the newly arrived
• No real curriculum for ESL (scope & sequence)
• Little progress is made in the register needed for school
• Long term ELs!!

Based on the work of Lily Wong Fillmore and
Charles Fillmore
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The GO TO Strategies: Scaffolding Options
• GO TO Strategies: Scaffolding

Modifications
Are Not

Are

Changing final grade

Individualized

Watering down content, rigor, or changing
standards

Using language support strategies for
teaching standards

Talking louder

Modifying content, process, product, and
learning environment

Giving alternative busy work or an alternate
assignment

Using a variety of supports for same content
and tasks

Teaching all students the same way

Multiple opportunities for engagement
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Student Supports
Sensory Supports

Graphic Supports

Interactive Supports

•

Real-life objects (realia)

•

Charts

•

In pairs or partners

•

Manipulatives

•

Graphic organizers

•

In triads or small groups

•

Pictures & photography •

Tables

•

In a whole group

•

Illustrations, diagrams
& drawings

•

Graphs

•

•

Timelines

Using cooperative
group structures

•

Magazines &
newspaper

•

Number lines

•

•

Physical activities

With the Internet (Web
sites) or software
programs

•

Videos & films

•

•

Broadcasts

In the native language
(L1)

•

Models & figures

•

With mentors

Promising practice?
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Oral Discourse, Academic Discourse, Accountable Talk..

WIDA’s Features of Academic
Language
• Word level

• Sentence level

• Discourse level

17

12/6/2016

Briefly, why aim for talk and discussion?
•Talk reveals understanding and
misunderstanding.
• Talk supports academic language development.
• Talk supports deeper reasoning.
• Talk supports social development and
perspective taking.

Talk moves is about talk by teachers and
students about academically important content:
• Talk that supports development of student
reasoning
• Talk that supports improvement in students'
ability to communicate their reasoning
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So why do you think Abraham Lincoln
would walk for miles to borrow a book?
What if the response is this:

24 blank faces. 1 or 2 hands up.

You think:
They need time to think!
(and maybe time to
practice what they want to
say!)

19

12/6/2016

9 Talk Moves—
Choices, Choices, Choices
1. Turn and Talk
2. Say More
3. So Are You Saying?
4. Who can rephrase…?
5. Why do you think that?
6. Can you think of an opposite answer?
7. What do others think?
8. Who can add more to what ____ just said?
9. Who can explain why ____ said that answer?

Journey to Student Driven
Academic Conversation

4
Leadership

2
Cooperation
1
Participation

Become aware
Learn to speak to each of problems like
factions and
other with minimal
dominance.
mediation by
Work together
facilitator.
Learn discussion skills to enable all
members to
Invest in process
speak.
through sharing
experience.

3
Listening
Work together to
listen to each other
and the text.
Examine their
assumptions and
perspectives and how
they differ from those
of the text and one
another.
Begin to change their
opinions because of
what others say.

Learn how to
share
leadership
with the
teacher.
Learn how to
lead the
group.
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Teacher Discourse Moves
Activity 2
1) What is the purpose of
using academic
conversations?
2) Describe how you could
support moving from talk
to discourse in your
building.
Conversation starters:
I would ____ in order to ______.



Conversation
prompts:
 Can you elaborate

on that?
 Please give an
example.
 I was wondering
what you meant by…
 To build on what you
said…

If ___, I would use _____.

Academic Conversation Skills Placemat

x

© Jeff Zwiers
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Margarita Calderón & Associates, Inc.

A Myriad of
Cooperative Learning Strategies
Characteristics of ______
Three-step Interview
Group Investigation
Concentric Circles
Random Numbers
In-house Jigsaw
Find your Match
Clock Buddies
Expert Jigsaw
Tear Ups
Line Ups
Partners
Corners
Exit Pass

Maximizing students’ literacy
engagement by creating opportunities for
students to use language (L1 and L2) in
powerful (identity-affirming) ways are
crucial components of effective instruction.

22

12/6/2016

Identity Texts: a tool for literacy engagement and
identity investment
• Identity texts refer to artifacts that students produce. Students take
ownership of these artifacts as a result of having invested their
identities in them.
• Once produced, these texts (written, spoken, visual, musical, or
combinations in multimodal form) hold a mirror up to the student in
which his or her identity is reflected back in a positive light.
• Students invest their identities in these texts which then become
ambassadors of students’ identities. When students share identity texts
with multiple audiences (peers, teachers, parents, grandparents, sister
classes, the media, etc.) they are likely to receive positive feedback and
affirmation of self in interaction with these audiences.
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Creating an Identity-Affirming School Environment
Validating Home Language and Culture
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Creating an Identity-Affirming School Environment
Validating Home Language and Culture

Creating an Identity-Affirming School Environment:
Multilingual Books in the Library
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How might I apply
What resources and
What professional
this information in my support might I need? development might
school?
my teachers need?

Who at my school can
help lead the way?
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Web Resources
• NC DPI Title III/ELD WIKI
http://eldnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/ELD+Home

• WIDA
http://www.wida.us/
•

Jeff Zwiers

http://jeffzwiers.org/
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